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Bulent EVCIL(A) & Maya ASANO(Pf) Duo Concert in Tokyo

FOR 2024 : 100TH ANNIVERSARY OF JAPAN TURKEY
DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS
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Hello,

Thank you for attending our concert today, I am very glad to see you.

It has been 5 years since I performed with Biilent EVCIL in Tokyo last time. I am very
honored to perform with him in Tokyo again. [ have been living in Istanbul for 5 years, after
I started my new life in Istanbul, the coronavirus pandemic began, the climate crisis in the
world got worse, the war started between neighbor countries around Turkey, and Turkey-
Syria earthquakes happened. It seems that all the world suffers from a serious disease.
Although even the power of music is not helpful enough to realize world peace, still there
would be a hope. What we can do to make our world better, I have been thinking about it
for long time. As we know, 2023 is the 100th anniversary year of the Republic of the
Turkey and the year 2024 is the Centenary of the Establishment of Japan Turkey
Diplomatic Relations. I am very happy to perform Turkish and Japanese music in our
concert. [ expect that we will find something new about Japan or Turkey in this concert
and feeling empathy for each different culture. I appreciate you again for coming to our
concert, Arigato gozaimasu, Tesekkiir ederim.

Pianist Maya Asano
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Maya ASANO

She was born in Japan, started her piano and musical education at the Primary,
Secondary and High school attached to Kunitachi College of Music inTokyo and
graduated from Kunitachi College of Music in 1999. She continued her education at
Showa Academia Musicae where she obtained her master’ s degree in 2002. She is a
semi-finalist of Pancho VLADIGEROYV international piano competition in Shumen,
Bulgaria in 2003. She gave her solo recitals in Tokyo 2003, 2005 and 2007. In 2007-
2011 she studied in Paris at Ecole Normal Musique de Paris under the tutelage of
Victoria Melki for the piano, Genevieve Martigny for the chamber music where she
obtained “Diplome d’ Enseignement de piano” and “Diplome superieur de Musique
de chambre” avec les felicitations du jury. She gave her recitals in Paris at Chapelle
Saint Bernard de Montparnasse in 2012 and 2013. In 2012, 2013 and 2015 she gave her
duo recitals performing with Italian flutist Ginevra Petrucci in Tokyo, 2016 in Osaka and
Wakayama. In 2015 and 2016 she was invited by M.A. Art Ballet Company and gave her
solo recitals in Tokyo. In 2018 she performed with Bilent Evcil in Tokyo. She has lived
in Istanbul since 2018.
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Hello,

I'm Bulent Evcil. Solo flutist of Istanbul State Symphony Orchestra. This is my 3rd time
coming to Japan. [ am honored to meet you, the valuable Japanese audience, every
time I come. I would like to thank Ms. Hayashi and my dear pianist friend Maya for this
concert. Together with Maya, we present you a program consisting of Turkish and
Japanese works. As we all know, 2024 is the 100th anniversary of the beginning of
Turkish-Japanese diplomatic relations.

I hope to meet you again in 2024. I want to share with you something that is very
important to me; I had the chance to meet the Muramatsu flute family when I was a
student of Sir James Galway. When I was very young, I was very impressed by these
master flute makers who made the most beautiful flutes in the world, which are the
most important example of Japanese traditional achievement. The admiration and
sympathy I felt for Japan from a very young age continued to develop. In this context, I
would like to share with you once again that I feel proud to be making music for you.

Bulent EVCIL
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He was born in Istanbul. He started his flute education at the Mimar Sinan University State
Conservatory in 1980 in Turkey and graduated there from with the highest distinction in
1988. In the same year, he studied at the Brussels Royal Conservatory under the tutelage
of Marc Grauwels by scholarship of Istanbul Philharmonic Foundation. He graduated in
1992 with the “Diplome Superieur avec Grand Distinction” by winning the “Premiere
Prix” in chamber music. He continued his education at the Heidelberg-Mannheim
Academy under the tutelage of Jean-Michel Tanguy and obtained the “Qualification of
Art” degree with the highest distinction in 1996. In 1992 he had an opportunity to be a
student of Sir James Galway. He described Evcil as  ‘one of the best flutists of his
generation.Between 2000-2005 he worked as a flute group conductor in Istanbul State
Opera and Ballet. Currently, he is a principal flute player at the Istanbul State Symphony
Orchestra and a solo flutist at the Borusan Istanbul Philharmonic Orchestra. Evcil, also
took part in many international orchestras such as Italian International Symphony
Orchestra, Sao Paulo State Symphony Orchestra and Arturo Toscanini Philharmonic
Orchestra under the conductor of Lorin Maazel as a solo flutist and 1st flutist.Evcil is
internationally acclaimed for his expressive skills, had been invited as a guest artist, and
gave many solo festivals worldwide. He also conducted many masterclasses worldwide.As a
recording artist, he has three main recordings. His first CD named “TANGO TIME” came
out by KALAN MUSIC in Turkey, His second CD called “Middle Eastern Miniatures” and
the third one was recorded in 2015 with a world-famous accompanist Phillip Moll and
named as “The Flute Virtuoso.” In 2022 he released an electric album which performed
with Fazil Say “Portreler Op.101” by Say’ s original works for flute and piano. In 2023
he released as a single electronic disc “Concerto for Flute and Orchestra Op.76” which
is composed by Say and dedicated to Evcil. In 2018 he came to Japan to perform Say’ s

“Mesopotamia Symphony” Japan premiere in Tokyo, same time he gave a recital with
Japanese pianist Maya Asano.
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Hikaru HAYASHI: Variations on “The Red
Dragonfly” from the theme of Kosaku YAMADA
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F. CHOPIN: Ballade No. 1 in G minor op. 23
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Fazil SAY: Babam Ahmet SAY (Japan premiere)
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https://thefluteview.com/2023/10/bulent-evcil-artist-interview-2/
https://www.youtube.com/@BulentEvcilFlutist
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